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FINE

$85m TOWER
THE Lancini Group has lodged plans with Townsville 
City Council to develop a 16-level corporate tower on the 
site of the former T&G building.
   The proposed $85 million development is to be 
Townsville's fi rst fi ve-star, green-rated tower and will be 
known as 420 on Flinders. 
» FULL REPORT / Page 4

FORMER Townsville soldier Corporal Justin Huggett 
received the Medal for Gallantry after serving in 
Afghanistan. 
   Yesterday he handed the medal to his unit’s 
museum for safe keeping and to put on display. 
   Cpl Huggett received the medal for his actions 
during deployment in Afghanistan in 2007 while he 
was on secondment to Britain’s Grenadier Guards.

» RACHEL TOUNE reports / Page 7               Photo: TROY RODGERS

LAST CHANCE TO WIN A CHRISTMAS HAM LAST CHANCE TO WIN A CHRISTMAS HAM    Details   
     Inside
 
 

Bowen residents
evacuated

» Page 11

Townsville Fire
down Lightning

» Sport

Lancini unveils 
new 16-storey
CBD project
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Woman mailed cocaine
stash in chocolate box

AGOLDCoastwomanwhowasmailed1.5kgof
cocaine inchocolateboxes fromCostaRicahas
beenrefused thechance toappealher sentence.
In2008,SimoneCiannaHarris, ofPalmBeach,

pleadedguilty toattempting topresenta
marketablequantityofunlawfullypurchased
border controldrugs.
Shewassentenced to sevenyears’ jail,witha

non-paroleperiod fixedat fouryears.
Thecourtheard inMarch2007 thatCustoms

staff inSydney interceptedanAustraliaPost
registeredmail itemthathadbeensent from
CostaRicaandwasaddressed toa falsename in
JeffersonLane,PalmBeach,Queensland.
An investigationof thepackagerevealed it

contained fourboxesof confectioneryandwithin
eachboxwere14or 15 chocolates.
Also ineachboxwasapackageof cocaine.
Thecourtheard thatHarriswas receiving the

package foramanwhomsheowed$19,000.

Gestational diabetes
link to softdrink intake

WOMENwhoroutinelydrinksoftdrinksduring
pregnancyhavebeenconfirmedashavinga
higher riskofgestationaldiabetes.

AUSresearch teamstudiedagroupof 13,475
womenand,during10yearsof follow-up, 860
incidentgestationaldiabeteswere identified.

Afteradjustment forknownrisk factors
includingage, familyhistoryofdiabetesand
overallhealth, itwas thewomen’s intakeof sugar-
richsoftdrinks thatemergedasasignificant
contributor.

DrLiweiChen,AssistantProfessorof
Epidemiologyat theNewOrleansSchool ofPublic
Health, saidwomenwith theconditionhavean
increasedriskof complicationsand illnessduring
pregnancyanddelivery, aswell as type2diabetes
after thebirth.Their childrenalso carryan
increasedrisk forobesity, glucose intoleranceand
earlyonsetdiabetes.

More health news — page 71

Plans for 16-level five-star office space on T&G site

$85m green tower
THE Lancini Group has
lodged plans with Townsville
City Council to develop a
16-level corporate tower on
the site of the former T&G
building.

The proposed $85million
development is to be Towns-
ville’s first five-star green-
rated tower and will be
known as 420 on Flinders.

The Buchan Group-
designed building (pictured)
will front Flinders St West,
Stanley St and Ogden St,
providingmore than11,000 sq
m of A-grade office space
over 10 levels.

Floor areas will remain
flexible to meet the needs of
tenants.

The tower’s design has
been modified since earlier
conceptual plans but it will
still incorporate ground floor

retail space and more than

300 private parking spaces in

basement and upper level

floors.

Lancini Group general

manager Chris Sherwood

said if and when the tower

was given the green light by

the council, construction

would start in response to

market demand.

‘‘Townsville City Council

and the business community

have been very supportive of

this development since it was

f i r s t p r o p o s e d , ’ ’ M r

Sherwood said.

‘‘We have planned 420 on

Flinders to be both architec-

turally and environmentally

significant for Townsville

and we feel that the latest

enhancements will make it

an even more substantial

asset for the CBD.

‘‘We continue to receive

interest from both private

and public sector tenants

whowant to operate within a

high-quality office and retail

environment close to the up-

graded Flinders Mall pre-
cinct.

‘‘This is the kind of project
that will create hundreds of
jobs from contractors
through to suppliers, giving
the Townsville economy a
significant boost.

‘‘The lodgement of the de-
velopment application is the
next step in moving forward
with this exciting develop-
ment.’’

Lancini Group principal
Laurence Lancini said they
had been talking to several
potential tenants but none
had committed so far.

He said they were optimis-
tic that business conditions
would improveandwanted to
be in a position to start work
when tenants were ready to
commit.

Mr Sherwood said the

Lancini Group and its joint
venture partner Northern
Management Group would
retain ownership and man-
agement rights of the build-
ing.

The Lancini Group ac-
quired a 50 per cent stake in
the former T&G building
site from Northern Manage-
ment Group in 2006.

Knight Frank Townsville
has been appointed as the
leasing agent.

TheLanciniGroup is also a
partner in a separate devel-
opment, the $200 million
Flinders Plaza retail and en-
tertainment project, also in
the CBD.

Mr Lancini said the ven-
turers would go ahead with
that project when there was
sufficient tenant support.

Editorial — page 74

It’s child’s play for PM
as he launches ABC3

ROCK STAR RUDD . . . Prime Minister Kevin Rudd at ABC studios yesterday

PRIMEMinisterKevin
Ruddshowedhis lighter
side,high-fivingchildren
andsinging thePlaySchool
song,before flicking the
switchyesterdayonABC3,
Australia’s firstpublic
children’sTVchannel.

MrRuddreceivedrock
star treatmentashewalked
downacatwalkat theABC’s
studios inSydney to launch
thedigital station.

Heansweredquestions
fromchildrenabouthis
favourite school subjects
andpolitics.

‘‘I used to likedrama,’’ he
said, but concededhewasn’t
verygoodat it.

‘‘It (PlaySchool)wason
whenIwasyouragebut that
wasahundredyearsago,’’
he said.

MrRuddpressed thestart
button for thestationona
giant remotealongside
channelhostsAmberley
LoboandKayneTremills.

ThePrimeMinister said it
wasagreatday in
Australianpublic lifeanda
greatday forAustralian
children.

Hereaffirmedhis
Government’s commitment
topublicbroadcastingand
the importanceofa
children’s channel.

‘‘Everynowandthen in
Australian life thereare
gooddays—andthis is one
suchday.Encouraginga
child’s imagination to roam
andrunfree ispartand
parcel of creatingacreative
Australian.’’

TheFederalGovernment

hasdedicated$67million for
ABC3for thenext three
years.

It startswith40per cent
local content, but thatwill
growto50per centnext
year.

MrRudd later jokedabout
hisQ&Asessionwith the
children.

‘‘I thinksomeof thekids
havebeenpreppedbyKerry
O’Brien,’’ he said, referring
to the7.30Reportpresenter.

‘‘ ‘When is thenext federal
election?’ . . . thathas
Kerry’s fingerprintsall over
it,’’ he laughed.

ABC3will broadcast from
6amuntil 9pmdaily.

Advertisement-free
programmingwill beaimed
at school-agechildren,with
drama,newsandcurrent
affairs, gameshows,
animationandsport.

Programswill includea
dramabasedontheaward-
winningpicturebookMy
Place;CJtheDJ,acartoon
abouta teenagerwho loves
music;dramasDance
AcademyandDead
Gorgeous; thereturnof
HeartbreakHigh;and
documentaries suchasBe
TheCreature.

MrRuddsaidhis favourite
ABCchildren’s showswere
MrSquiggleandWhyIs It
So?.

‘‘I’ll bewatchingand
monitoring, aswell as the
Minister forFinance,’’ he
said.

ABC3 isavailableon
Channel 23.

Constable in
gun mishap
ABOWENpolice

officerwas injured

whenhisgun

accidentally fired in the

stationyesterday

afternoon.

Fragments fromthe

dischargedbullet

ricochetedandhit the

senior constable in the

face.

Theofficerwas

handlinghispolice-

issued firearminthe

BowenPoliceStation’s

weaponsclearance

drumwhenthegun

wentoffabout 2.30pm.

Hewas takento

BowenHospitalwith

minor facial injuries.

Policewill conductan

investigation.

Premier will
have final say
NEWSouthWales
PremierKristina
Keneally says she’ll
consultLabor
colleaguesover the
make-upofher
frontbench,but insists
she’ll have the final say
onwhosits incabinet.

MsKeneallywas
officially sworn inas
NSW’s first female
premieryesterdayby
GovernorMarieBashir,
adayafter sherolled
NathanRees for the
leadership.

AsPrimeMinister
KevinRuddordered
her to ‘‘getonwith the
job’’ ofgoverning the
state,MsKeneally said
shewashumbledby the
trusthercolleagueshad
placed inher.

Sherefused tobe
drawnonwhatchanges
shewouldmake to the
frontbench,but
previously statedFrank
Sartorwill return.

Aspot incabinet
wouldalsobeoffered to
MrRees,whoyesterday
pledgedhis support to
thewomanwho
replacedhim.

MsKeneally said she
would takea
‘collaborative’ approach
to thecabinetmake-up,
but in theendshehad
thepower topickand
choosewhoshewanted.

‘‘Theseare the
decisions that sitwith
thepremier,’’ she said, a
dayafterMrRees
claimedhis successor
wouldbea ‘puppet’ of
Labor’sRight faction
powerbrokersEddie
ObeidandJoeTripodi.

MsKeneallywould
notanswerquestions
onwhether shewould
consultwithMrTripodi
orMrObeidoverher
frontbenchpositions.

In light of the recent collapse of a local bridal store, we would like to 
extend a special offer to all of the brides-to-be who were affected

THE FASHION GALLERY
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IN STORE*

½ price
bridal gownsON A VERY LARGE RANGE OF

OPEN 7 days
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm
Sat & Sun 9am to 1pm
157 Stanley St, Townsville
Ph: 4721 2330

Olga and her friendly staff 
will be able to help and 

assist in this time of need
*Proof of purchase/deposit lost will be required


