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Townsville City Council: readers have their say

Pallarenda estate work set to begin this year

Laurence Lancini

THEdeveloperat thehelmofa
controversial residential estateat
CapePallarendasaysworkwill
beginontheproject thisyear.

MagneticHorizonsdeveloper
LaurenceLancini,whowon
approval fora13-lothousing
estate followinga lengthycourt
battle, saidhehad ‘enormous’
interest frompotential buyers
since theprojectwasgiventhe
green light inOctober.

Despiteavocalprotest from
somePallarendaresidents
regarding theenvironmental
sensitivityof the land,MrLancini
saidmuchof the interest to
purchaseontheCapehadcome
fromwithinPallarenda itself.

‘‘Therehasbeenenormous
interest, absolutely,’’MrLancini
said.

‘‘It’s amazing theamountof
interest thathascomefrom
Pallarendaresidents. It’s aunique
parcel of landandI thinkwith
Pallarenda, obviously therehasn’t

beenanydevelopment there fora
long time.’’TheCapePallarenda
landparcelhasbeenapointof
contention for fouryears since the
FederalGovernment
controversially sold the landtoMr
Lancini.

TownsvilleCityCouncil
knockedback theoriginal 23

allotmentplan,butagreed to the
scaled-back, 13-houseestateafter
aneight-monthcourtbattle.
Despite thedevelopmentgetting
thenod,manyrespondents toa
TownsvilleBulletin readers’
surveysaid theybelieved thesite
should remain freeofhousing.

Atotal of 35per centof
respondentsor 337people said
CapePallarendashouldnotbe
developedatall.

Another20per cent (193) of
respondents said theyagreedwith
theoriginalproposal,while 21per
cent (207) agreedwith thenew13
allotment.

A further24per cent (234)were
undecidedonthe issue.

Respondentswere split on
whether therevisedplanwasa
fair outcomewith38per cent (364)
voting itwasand37per cent (360)
saying itwasn’t.

Theywerealsodividedas to
whetherenvironmental concerns
hadbeengivenenough

consideration,with40per cent

(384) saying theyhad, and38per

cent (365) saying theyhadn’t.

MrLancini said thewhole

purposeof thedevelopmentwas to

maintain theenvironmental

sensitivityof thearea.

‘‘Theapplication initiallyand

evenfromtheon-site

presentationdoneat theearly

partofandprior to the

application,wedemonstrated to

thecommunity thatour

developmenthadmerits froman

environmentsustainabilitypoint

ofview.

‘‘Theapplicationclearly stated

thatonlyacertainamountof

vegetationcouldberemoved,

therewoulda lotofnatural

landscape.

‘‘Thatwas thewhole intentof

thedevelopment.Obviously, to

construct theroadandhouses,

somewillhave toberemoved, that

will bekept toaminimum.

‘‘Inmyopinion, I think it’s a
goodcompromise.’’

MrLancini saidwhile the
reviseddevelopmenthadonly
beenapproveda fewweeksago,he
expectedworkwouldbeginonthe
site sometime in2010.

OpponentFrankOsbornsaid
thecouncilhaddisplayeda ‘lackof
vision’ forallowing the
development.

MrOsbornsaidhewasnot
surprisedat theearly interest in
purchasingablock.

‘‘He’sgot 13blocks, allwith
oceanviewssurroundedby
environmentalpark,whowouldn’t
want to live there?’’

TownsvilleCityCouncil
PlanningandEconomic
Developmentcommittee
chairmanCrDavidCrisafulli
praisedboth thePallarenda
communityandthedeveloper for
reachingamiddlegroundonthe
issue.

‘‘I thinkwegotagoodresult.’’

Team Tyrell on top?
Your say about our
council amalgamation

By JESSICA JOHNSTON

VISION ... the council would like to transform the mall from below to above

‘The council has
embarked on its
largest capital works
program in history
— things need to be
done including
water and sewer
upgrades, the
Murray Stadium, the
expansion of the
Civic Theatre and
the mall of course,
which everyone
agrees had to have
something happen
to it’

TOWNSVILLE residents
remain dissatisfied with
council amalgamation
almost two years after the
twin cities were joined, ac-
cording to respondents to a
Townsville Bulletin readers’
survey.

An overwhelming 80 per
cent of respondents, or 759
people, felt they were no
better off since the amalga-
mation of the former cities
of Townsville and Thurin-
gowa, with just 20 per cent
feeling it was beneficial.

Dissatisfaction at the
amalgamation rose by 6 per
cent on last year, when 26
per cent of respondents felt
they were better off.

Support for Team Tyrell
also dropped, with almost 39
per cent of respondents, or
380 people, saying they
would change their vote
based on the current coun-
cil’s performance, an in-
crease of 9 per cent on last
year.

However, 61per centor 603
people said even with hind-
sight, they would still have
voted in Team Tyrell.

The increase in council
ratesbyanaverageof 6.9per
cent this year remained as
unpopular as ever, with just
23 per cent thinking the rise
was justified.

Townsville City Council
Mayor Les Tyrell admitted
amalgamation was a diffi-
cult and long-winded pro-
cess for any council.

‘‘Amalgamation is a diffi-
cult process. We feel we are
now starting to hit some
home runs, but it’s some-
thing that will take several
years to settle down.

‘‘When you amalgamate
councils, absolutely every-
thing we do is under review.

‘‘We now have to work
very hard tomake it work as
one entity.’’

Cr Tyrell said he was not
concerned about the dissat-
isfaction of some voters.

‘‘People have every right
to have their own viewpoint.
It has been a very torrid

time, not just for our coun-
cil, but for all amalgamated
councils around the State.

‘‘We certainly take on
boa rd wha t peop l e ’ s
opinions are and can only
work toward providing a
better and more efficient
service.’’

Cr Tyrell defended the
rates increase, saying it was
essential to both improve
services in the city and bal-
ance the ledger following
amalgamation.

‘‘The council has em-
barked on its largest capital
works program in history —
things need to be done in-
cludingwater and sewer up-
g r a d e s , t h e Mu r r a y
Stadium, the expansion of
the Civic Theatre and the
mall of course, which every-
one agrees had to have
something happen to it.

‘‘The facts of the matter
are that our costs continue
to increase. We have a huge
number of costs that have
been forced upon us by
amalgamation, and we will
continue to have those costs
for some time.

‘‘When we took over the
council there was a large
deficit and we have to work
to get the budget back in
balance.’’

The survey also found
that 61 per cent of respon-
dents, or 607 people, would
like to see a return to a div-
isional council system.

Cr Tyrell said both sys-
tems had merits and the
community would be con-
sulted before council put its
recommendation to the
State Government over a
preferred system before the
2011 elections.

A total of 95 per cent of
respondents to the survey,
or 937 people, live in the
Townsville City Council
boundaries.

Two per cent or 20 people
voted from the Burdekin,
and 10 people, or 1 per cent
of the vote, came from each
Hinchinbrook and Charters
Towers.


